Guidance Around Faculty Use of Al Detectors

Faculty are discouraged from using Al detectors due to the unreliability of these tools, their biases, and the risk of
false positives.

Many of the linguistic markers that Al generators use for detection are also used by human authors, leading to an
unverifiable pattern of false positive rates. Such markers are also specific to certain versions of each text
generator, which further complicates the detection process. Al detectors offer probabilistic assessments that
cannot be validated against original sources, which makes them distinct from traditional plagiarism detectors.
Additionally, detectors can be circumvented by tools that can make initially Al-generated text less detectable.

Can | use Turnitin Feedback Studio to detect Al misuse?

Although the Turnitin platform is available to Penn State faculty, the Turnitin plagiarism detector is not
suitable for the detection of Al use. Turnitin sells a different Al detector as an add-on. However, like other
detectors, it does not yet meet the accuracy/reliability criteria for determinative use in academic integrity
claims, and it has not been purchased.

What are alternatives to Al detection tools?

Faculty are encouraged to make their expectations around Al use clear and transparent to students. Penn State’s
Academic Integrity Resources has recommended syllabus language on the use of generative Al tools. Additionally,
the GenAl Use Icons are available to assist Penn State instructors with clearly articulating whether GenAl tools are
or are not allowed for specific assignments.

The Schreyer Institute for Teaching Excellence has a resource about What To Do Instead of Using Al Detectors.

| suspect a student has used Al inappropriately. What can | do?

If you have evidence beyond suspicion that a student has used Al in a way that violates your course or assessment
academic integrity policies, Penn State policy requires you to submit an academic integrity claim.

While detectors may help start a conversation with a student about Al use, Al integrity committees should not
consider Al detector scores as evidence. For examples of what information to collect if you suspect inappropriate
Al use, please review Penn State's Academic Integrity FAQ for Educators.

Commonwealth Campus Teaching Support also has a guide to help faculty prepare for a conversation with a
student about suspected Al misuse.

Related Research use at Penn State

Research with Penn State faculty and students shows a discrepancy between faculty perceptions of student use

and how students reportedly use Al, contributing to fear, uncertainty, and distrust. Faculty did not find Al detection
tools to be accurate and were skeptical about their reliability. Students had reservations about instructors’ use of
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Al for grading, were worried about allegations for the improper use of GenAl, and felt unsure their instructors would
believe their denials of use.

Faculty are reminded to obtain approval for the use of any digital, educational application or software used by
students or educators for a class. A list of currently approved software, and more information on the approval
process, are available at Penn State Courseware. For additional details about what levels of information are
allowed and prohibited for use with Al tools (both internal and external to Penn State), please consult Penn State's
Al Guidelines
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